Space Flight Awareness General Video

10 minutes

SFA logo shown at introduction

Text shown:  "Space Flight Awareness:  A Total Commitment"

Visuals follow of a shuttle crew walking out of the white room on the launch pad and waving at the cameras, the crew boarding the shuttle, a view of some Space Flight Awareness honorees sitting in the VIP stands to view the launch
Commentator:  We've come a long way since the first astronauts roared into space in the 60's.  Now at the end of the Twentieth Century literally hundreds of men and women have traveled into space in huge extremely complex spacecraft, but continually push the state-of-the-art to new levels.

The missions range from scientific experimentation to launching satellites, to retrieving satellites, or repairing them in space, and rendezvous and docking with Mir and the International Space Station.  And who builds these marvelous machines, the envy of the world?  You do, ensuring the safety of the astronauts and the success of the mission are the overriding concerns.  And that it all focuses down to the most important element of all, how well each of you in government and industry, who contribute to the flight hardware and software, perform your jobs.

Every time one of our spacecraft flies into space it is a supreme tribute to each of the thousands of people in government and industry across the United States.  Your job will never get easier or your responsibilities less critical as long as one astronaut puts their trust in you as they soar into space.  And to keep each of you aware of this enormous responsibility, NASA, under the urge of Warner von Braun, initiated the Space Flight Awareness program.  This program started during the Mercury and Gemini programs and played an integral role in the Saturn, Apollo, Skylab, and Apollo/Soyuz projects.  Starting in the major NASA Centers, it expanded to all government agencies, contractor facilities, and suppliers throughout the United States.  The Space Flight Awareness Panel was formed to review program effectiveness and to suggest new ways to achieve program goals.  Through employee recognition, motivation, and astronaut participation, program effectiveness was also expanded through various educational and community activities.  The astronauts are among the foremost supporters of Space Flight Awareness.  Visits by the astronauts to the different facilities and Centers and talks to the people doing the work stresses the importance of that work to the astronaut crews themselves.  A variety of Space Flight Awareness awards have been devised to motivate the workforce for the production of hardware, software, and services of the highest possible quality.

The Silver Snoopy Award probably best symbolizes the intent and spirit of Space Flight Awareness.  It was designed personally by Charles Schulz who agreed to draw the figure of Snoopy for all NASA-related motivational items and it was endorsed enthusiastically by the Astronauts.  Each Silver Snoopy pin has been flown in space and is presented personally by an Astronaut for outstanding performance for contributions beyond the normal work output, single significant achievements having impact on attainment of a Shuttle, payload or Station goal, and Astronaut safety and mission success.  

Nothing in space operations is as important as crew safety.  This is the basis of the Flight Safety Award created by NASA as an honor in recognition of contributions to flight safety made through discovery or avoidance of a problem with catastrophic potential.  

The Space Flight Awareness Team Award recognizes exemplary teamwork in the accomplishment of a particular task or goal supporting the human space flight program. Each member of the team receives a framed certificate, pin, and a commemorative flag that has flown on a Shuttle mission.

Perhaps the most coveted of all awards is that of the Space Flight Awareness launch honoree.  This is the highest tribute paid by NASA to employees for dedication to quality work and flight safety.  Normally the award includes a trip to the Kennedy Space Center to view a launch from the VIP viewing site and a tour of Kennedy Space Center facilities.  For those winners who work at the Kennedy Space Center, a VIP visit to the Johnson Space Center is arranged.  The honorees' visit to the Kennedy Space Center is a never-to-be-forgotten experience.  Arrival at Cocoa Beach begins with welcoming receptions and orientation activities.  Some of the contractors and Centers have an award presentation ceremony.  The day before the scheduled Shuttle launch is packed with activities.  A tour of the Visitors Center includes a view of past U.S. launch vehicles, a viewing of the IMAX presentation "A Dream Is Alive", and an opportunity to view the many spaceport exhibits.  Then over to the Kennedy Space Center for a tour of the launch facilities.  There they can inspect the Vehicle Assembly Building where the Saturn V was stacked for flight and where the Shuttle's orbiter is mated to the external tank and solid rocket boosters.  And they can look in on activities at the Parachute Refurbishment Facilities were the giant main parachutes which aid in the recovery of Shuttle's solid rocket boosters are prepared for flight.  Then they're given a close look at the Space Shuttle on the pad, receiving final preparations for launch.  

That evening honorees and their guests gather for a gala reception.  There are warm welcomes from NASA officials, astronauts, and top industry management.  

Clip of Roy Bridges, Kennedy Space Center Director, giving a speech at an honoree reception:  "This event is all about gratitude so thanks for helping us do an excellent job of manned space flight.  Of course safety is on the line and it takes absolute discipline and vigilance everyday of the week to make sure that we prepare ourselves for these flights in every way.  You people in this room have done that in spades and we are very, very pleased to have this event tonight to smile and say from the bottom of my heart, thank you for all your hard work."

Clip of Don McMonagle, former Manager, Space Shuttle Launch Integration, giving a speech at a honoree reception:  "To the people who work and process the vehicle to get a chance to come out here for these special events, to meet people who otherwise we wouldn't get the chance to talk to, and see the enthusiasm and support that comes from all over the community from the supplier through all the contractors and all the people who make this vehicle together all the way from piece parts to operations and integration, my congratulations goes out to all of you."

Commentator:  On launch day the honorees are bused to the VIP viewing site to view the exciting Shuttle launch.  This is the day when all their responsibilities are tested to the fullest.  This is the day that the astronauts place their faith in the work that these people and their workmates have accomplished.  This is the test of Space Flight Awareness.  

Voice clip of Shuttle countdown commentator: "Ready for Main Engine start, …3, 2, 1…SRB ignition…and liftoff!"

Commentator:  Some wondersome pent up feelings are released.  This launch is a climax of everything they have put on the line…the launch never loosing its feeling of a job well done…and gratitude for safety of the astronauts even though their flight is just beginning. Another milestone in spaceflight is accomplished. Another boost for the United States space program. Another step toward the International Space Station. The Space Flight Awareness honorees have seen the fruits of there labor up close and first hand.

Closing with a list of Space Flight Awareness Panel participation.

